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Claim l(CLirr6ntly Amended): Amethodofconfiguririgsofbvareonapicceofconfi 

equipment, comprising the steps of: 

p^ ftv iri mgthft mfhtfacmp the piece of con in communication with 

a network, the piece of configurable equipment having aLlcast one w moic machine-resolvable 
5 codetts]] associated therewith, which machine'-resolvabie code[[s]] hairc has an association -stored 
at an intermediate location on the network with a network address of a remote location oh the 
network and an association stored at the remote location with Sfoftware with which to configure the 
configurable equipment; 

reading with a reader tiie machine resolvable codc|;[s]]; 
1 0 connecting the piece of configurable equipment to the remote location disposed oh 

the network, after jRrst connecting to the intermediate location on the network to obtain the tiifirvybrit 
address of the remote location, in response to and as a function of reading a-sclect the at least one 
or the one or more machinc-rcsblvable .code[ts]] with the reader; 

downloading software associated with the sctec t on e o f the . at least one m'-M^x tt- 
1 5 machine-resolvable code[[&]] from tlie remote location to the piece of configurable equipiheht; aiid; 

configiiring the piece of configurable equipment according to the dowiilbadcd 

soAwarc. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1, wherein the aUcisLone oriflwrc 
machine-resolvable code[[s]] in the step of providing contain transaction information Which 
indicates the type of software with which to configure the piece of configurable equipmettL . 

Claim 3 (Original): The method of Claim 2, wherem the transaction information indibaites 
a software update, 

Claim4 (Original): The method of Claim 3, wherein the software update is equipment dri^^^ 
software. 

Claim 5 (Original): The. method of Claim 2, wherein the transaction information is . 
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associated :with operating mode iiiformatioTi which places the piece of cottfigurable equipment in 
a select one of one or more operating modes. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 5, wherein the select one of OftC or 
more operating modes is determined by a subscribed level of iiiq>port from a vendor of the piece of 
configurable equipment. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the aUsasl one orrrtorc 
machine-resolvable codecs] J in the step of providing [[arc]] is on the piece of configurate 
equipment. 

Claim 8 (Currentiy Amended): The method of Claun 1 , wherein the at l^ast one iii uibic; 
machine-resolvable code[[s]] in ihe step of providing [[are]] is separate ttom the pie^e of 
configuTdble equipment. 

Claim 9 (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein, after the step of connecting fifst 
connects to an intermediate location on the network to obtain a network address of the reniiote 
location on the network, the intermediate location connects to the remote location to facilitate 
retrieval of the configuration information to the piece of configurable equipment. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended); The method of Claim 9, wherein a lookup operation is 
performed at the intermediate location based upon a transaction code contained in the select dine of 
the at least one ui more machine-resolvable code[[s]] to obtain the network address of the remote 
location. 

Claim 11 (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of configuring is petfbm^ 
automatically without user intervention. 

Claim 1 2 (Original): The method of Claim 1 , wherein a user interacts with a user infetface 
diu-ing the step of configuring to control the step of configuring of the piece of configtirable 
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equipment. 

Claim 13 (Original); The method of Claim 12, wherein the user interface comprises user 
interaction with front-panel hardware of the piece of configurable equipment. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim I , wherein the reader in the step of 
connecting connects to a computer disposed on the network, and the piece of configurable 
equipment connects to the computer via a peripheral conmiunication port of the computer such fliat 
in response to the select one of the at least one or.mo r e machine-resolvable code[[s]] bemg read,.&e 
5 software is sent through the computer in step of downloading to the piece of configurable cquipiriiient 
via the peripheral communication port. 

Claim 15 (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the reader in the step of reading 
connects to a computer disposed on the network at a source location, such that in response to the 
select one of die one or more machine-resolvable codes being read, the software is transmitted to 
the piece of configunable equipment, which piece of configurable equipment is also located at the 
5 source location proximately to the computer. 

Claim 1 6 (Original); The method of Claim 1 , wherein the network is global communication 
network. 

Claim 1 7 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one CiiaiuiC 
machine-resolvable code{[s]] in the step of providing [[arc]] is in the form of a bar code, aid the 
reader is a bar code scanner. 

Claim 1 8 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1 , wherein the at least one h itrnvt 
machine-resolvable code[[sl] in the step of providing [[are]! iS if^ the form of a magnetic strip, 

Claim 1 9 (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the piece of configurable equipment 
is a personal computer. 
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